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Cologne, 21. August 2017
More convenience for passengers and employees – starting in December, Keolis will be using new FLIRT trains on the RB 61
Following the acquisition of the Teutoburger Wald Netzwerk (TWN) on December 10, 2017, Keolis will be using FLIRT multi-system electric trains of the latest generation on Line RB 61 between Bielefeld and Hengelo. The company has just received the first of eight trains of this type, which will be used for internal training starting immediately. “With the new vehicles, we are offering both our passengers and our employees state-of-the-art equipment and comfort,” explains Thomas Görtzen, CEO of Keolis.

Ulf Braker, CEO of the manufacturer Stadler, has once again confirmed the trustful working relationship with Keolis and the leasing company Alpha Trains in recent months. “We are pleased to hand over FLIRT vehicles of the latest generation to Keolis. Very smooth running and great energy efficiency, along with the latest safety technology, are the characteristics that define this vehicle type. We wish all the passengers pleasant travelling with the new trains.”

The leasing company, Alpha Trains, which is not only financing but also managing the project and supervising construction, emphasises the positive partnership with Keolis. Thomas Schmidt, the CEO of Alpha Trains Passenger Division, stresses: “With the new FLIRT, the fleet leased by Keolis from Alpha Trains rises to a remarkable 84 multiple unit trains. We are pleased that Alpha Trains and Keolis will be able to work together for many years in the TWN.”

The vehicles will be used in cross-border traffic from Bielefeld into the Netherlands all the way to Hengelo. For trips on Dutch routes, the special FLIRT trains are also equipped with the ETCS Level 2 train control system and the ATB automatic train control system.

The five-unit vehicles can carry up to 532 passengers, 266 of them in comfortable seats. In the first class section, the number of seats has been increased from the previous 16 to 24. In addition, each train has space for 24 bicycles.




The vehicles have generously equipped multifunction compartments in all boarding areas – which promotes a quick change-out of passengers. The convenience of the new vehicles is supplemented by a multi-language passenger information system, LED lights in the interior areas, and power outlets for all seats. Four very high resolution security cameras are installed in each car.

The increased comfort is also noticeable for the on-board personnel: In addition to separate air conditioning for the train drivers, there is also separate access to the driver’s cabin. In the predecessor, it was possible to enter only through the passenger area. An ergonomically designed driver’s workplace supports healthy sitting and offers increased comfort and safety. The vehicles also conform to the latest crash standards.

“Our performance promise is to offer safety and service as we travel the rails,” explains Thomas Görtzen. “Both our passengers and our employees profit from the modern rail vehicles for this line.”

Passengers can find complete information on the vehicle and the new network at the new website http://twn.keolis.de.

About Alpha Trains
Alpha Trains is the leading rolling stock lessor in Continental Europe. Around 100 employees from 11 countries work in offices in Luxembourg, Antwerp, Cologne and Madrid. 
Alpha Trains owns 435 passenger trains and 377 locomotives and offers tailor-made leasing solutions, comprehensive know-how in maintenance and vehicle repairs as well as long-term experience in the financing of new build projects. Alpha Trains' fleets are in use by many public and private operators in 13 European countries. Alpha Trains' shareholders are Arcus Infrastructure Fund, AMP Capital and Public Sector Pension Investment Board (PSP Investment). 
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